
Dear Community Members, 
 
I want to thank our families and students for another successful year of 
participation in Freezin for a Reason. We once again exceeded expectations for 
the total amount of food collected. We thank WCMY for this community endeavor 
and look forward to participating in the years to come.  
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Community Members, 
 
I want to thank all of our students and families for your active participation in 
WCMY’s annual Freezin for a Reason in support of the food pantry.  The can 
goods collected by OES is measurable in thousands of pounds of food for those 
in need. What a wonderful show of generosity from our students and families 
during the holiday season! We continue to enjoy the opportunity to partner with 
WCMY on annual basis to support the food pantry.  

 
There are many individuals and organizations within our community who support 
students and families in our district. Assistance with winter clothing, food, holiday 
presents, and assistance to families who are facing hardships is common in our 
schools. Our faculty collect donations and fundraise to assist those who are in 
need. We have received donations from churches, businesses, charitable 
organizations and anonymous individuals who sponsor families annually. We 
thank everyone for your continued outreach and support of our students. 

 
We are excited about our expansion of STEM education at Central Intermediate 
School this year. OES is one of a handful of elementary districts in the state to 
house a Zspace lab. Our one - to - one computer initiative continues to expand at 
4

th
, 7

th
, and 8

th
 grades. Our goal will be to have one - to - one in grades 4-8 by 

the 2022-2023 school year. 
 

The holiday break is a wonderful time for families and we hope that yours is truly 
a relaxing and enjoyable time together. We look forward to beginning the New 
Year with our students on January 7. Have a great holiday! 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cleve Threadgill 
Superintendent 
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 New Z-Space Lab 

 

 

Students have been 
working hard in our new 
zSpace lab this year! 
Through virtual reality, 
students have been 
able to build electrical 
circuits.  Through play 
and discovery, students 
are able to safely 
experiment with the flow 
of electrons through a 
circuit without any 
electrical injuries.  
Students have been 
able to fry fan motors, 
blow up light bulbs and 
then turn around and 
experiment with 
resistors to regulate the 
flow so their new motors 
and lights work 
successfully.  Students are able to work to problem solve through these 
situations with a partner, so their electrical vocabulary can be heard throughout 
the class period.  As a culminating activity, students stepped outside the lab and 
experimented with the conductivity of objects using a “Makey Makey.”  They 
found they could make music using conductive items such as a banana, a 
gummy bear, a spoon, and even with a high five!   
 

Mrs. Heaver, who has an extensive background in technology, has been the 
catalyst for getting our new program up and running.  Her expertise and 
innovative ideas have helped our students explore STEM concepts and learn 
valuable problem-solving skills.  Everyday has been a new challenge in the 
zSpace lab and with the recent addition of two 3-D printers, we are excited to see 
the challenges and engaging learning activities that await our students in the 
coming months!    

  

 

   Central Elementary School 
    Ryan F. Myers, Principal        Carrie L. Price, Assistant Principal 
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We have had such a wonderful start to the 2019-2020.  We are in our first year with our 1:1 
technology initiative for 4th Grade. Each 4th grade student has been assigned an IPAD to use 
throughout the day. The teachers have done a great job at enhancing their lessons by utilizing this 
particular technology.  We will continue with this 1:1 initiative not next year, but the year after with 
our 3rd graders. Our 3rd grade teachers will be observing various teachers in the district that are 
utilizing the IPAD to get a feel for what types of lessons they are doing. They will also be working 
with the tech department for additional training that is needed. This 1:1 is a district initiative that will 
have a positive impact on their educational career. We are in our second year of implementing our 
writing curriculum, Lucy Calkins. This writing curriculum focuses on units of study in opinion, 
informative and narrative writing. The writing units of study help teachers provide their students with 
instruction, opportunities for practice, and concrete doable goals to help them meet and exceed any 
set of high standards. It is also our second year implementing RULER. RULER is an evidence-based 
approach for integrating social and emotional learning into schools, developed at the Yale Center for 
Emotional Intelligence. RULER teaches the skills of emotional intelligence — those associated with 
recognizing, understanding, labeling, expressing, and regulating emotion. Decades of research 
show that these skills are essential to effective teaching and learning, sound decision making, 
physical and mental health, and success in school and beyond. 
 

The Jefferson PTO has done a great job continuing to 
support Jefferson Elementary. They have purchased a 
new supplement for our teachers and students to 
utilize in their Science classes.  The Jefferson PTO 
started the year off with a raffle in which several 
people won cash. We selected these people at a 
drawing in September at our annual Ice Cream Social 
which was well attended. The PTO held a Pastry 

Puffin fundraiser this past Fall and it was very successful. They hosted a Culvers night in November 
and this was a huge success.  They are planning on holding one more of these nights in the early 
Spring.  The PTO is throwing around the idea of holding a Candy Bar Bingo night for the kids in the 
winter months. So, stay tuned to our Facebook page or website for more information about this.  I 
could go on and on about all the happenings and things that our Jefferson PTO does for Jefferson.  
They are such a positive asset to our school and community.   
 
Our music department held a Veteran’s program in November, along with their holiday program in 
December and I couldn’t have been more proud of our students on how well they performed.  Mrs. 
Heth does a fantastic job in preparing our students for these performances. The amount of people 
that came out to support our students is a testament to our supportive parents and guardians. We 
could not be as successful as we are without the support of all of our stakeholders.  
 

 

 
 
 
  

 

   Jefferson Elementary School 
      Nathaniel M. Pinter, Principal 
 

      “Visions” the future of Ottawa Elementary District 141                                    Page 3 of 12 

  

  



              
 
 
 

 Character Recognition  
This year, Lincoln has started a couple of programs to recognize students for making positive choices and 
demonstrating good character. Each month, one student from each grade level is chosen as a ‘Student of the 
Month’ and awarded with a certificate, an ice cream coupon, and a Jimmy John’s lunch. We are grateful to 
Jimmy John’s for donating sandwiches each month to recognize our students of character! A picture of our 
students of the month are sent to the Ottawa Times and displayed on a bulletin board outside the office.  

 

Another way that Lincoln is recognizing students for making good choices is through a school wide character 
card program. Character cards can be given by any staff member throughout the building to recognize positive 
choices that Lincoln students are making throughout the day. Students proudly display their character cards on a 
pillar and are entered into a drawing that takes place at the end of each month.  

 

PTO  
Thank you to our PTO for all of their hard work in supporting Lincoln School! The PTO is currently planning our 
Winter Carnival, and we are excited to be able to provide this family friendly event for our Lincoln families in 
January. Thank you to all of our families who supported the PTO’s Great American Fall fundraiser! Lincoln 
students were able to celebrate a successful fundraiser with a magic show by ‘America’s Got Talent’ performer, 
Rick Smith Jr.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Literacy Instruction 

As part of Lincoln’s literacy instruction, students are taught how to use a variety of reading strategies that aim at 
improving comprehension, accuracy, fluency, and expanded vocabulary. Throughout their reading, students 
utilize different strategies that will help them to become better independent readers. Families are encouraged to 
talk to their child about the different reading strategies that students are using while at home and within the 
classroom.  

 

Last year, Ottawa Elementary adopted Lucy Calkins as our district’s writing program. Throughout the school 
year, students are taught how to write opinion/argumentative, information, and narrative writing pieces. Students 
are given instruction on each of these styles of writing and provided with multiple opportunities to practice the 
skills they are learning. Students enjoy selecting different topics to write about and are excited to share their 
writing with their peers. 

 

 

  

 

   Lincoln Elementary School 
        Melanie J. Conley, Principal 
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This year seems like it is flying by.  It is hard to believe Winter Break is right around the 
corner.  This has been an exciting school year.  We welcomed Rachel Bressner as our 
new school nurse, Sarah Schilling as our new social worker, and Danielle Wujak as our 
new educational support personnel.   
   
Last year, we implemented the Lucy Calkins Units of Study writing program and I am 
excited to say we have outstanding authors at McKinley School!  Walking through 
classrooms during writing times, I see students focusing on small moments and adding 
details to their writing pieces.  All grade levels teach the same common language in 
writing, so when students enter a new grade level, they are familiar with the terminology 
and writing expectations.  I love how excited our students get to share their writing 
pieces.  I am proud of our staff for all of their hard work in implementing this writing 
curriculum and for igniting a love of writing in our students. 
 
We have also implemented iPads in 3rd and 4th grades.  At this time, students are able 
to navigate their way throughout google.  They know how to create documents, share 
documents with their teachers, submit assignments in google classrooms, create 
slideshows, they know how to screen mirror their iPads with the Apple TV’s to share 
assignments with the class, and their keyboarding skills have improved.  I am confident 
that our students will be well prepared for technology in the upper grades.  I have to give 
special praise to our teachers for working on google classroom in their spare time to 
bring these resources to our students!   It is exciting to see our students using 
technology and to see the level of comfort they have. 
 
This year we are able to purchase Apple TVs for K-2 
classrooms as well as a TV to be hung in place of the trophy 
case outside of the office. The TV that will be hung in place of 
the trophy case will showcase student activities and McKinley 
School updates.   Teachers are excited and eager to upgrade 
their current technology with the Apple TVs.  We were able to 
make these purchases because of all of the support from 
PTO and our families.  Your donations and participation in Yankee Candle, 5B’s, Tis the 
Season Raffle, and Culvers Nights have made it possible for us to put technology in the 
hands of our students and to upgrade classroom technology.  Thank you for all of your 
support!  We couldn’t do this without our AMAZING PTO and families.  We are truly 
grateful for the positive partnerships and relationships that we have developed with our 
families.  Working together ensures successful 
students! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   McKinley Elementary School 
      Moriah S. Mott, Principal 
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The 2019-20 school year is going well.  Faculty and staff are working hard to make your 
child's experience here at Shepherd memorable.   
 
As always, it is gratifying to see the large number of students involved with 
extracurricular activities and clubs here at Shepherd.  If your child has not already joined 
an activity or club, please encourage them to do so.  It is a way to meet new friends and 
to be a part of a team or group. 
 
Technology 
We are excited to continue to incorporate technology into our students’ daily experiences 
while at Shepherd.  Our seventh grade students are now part of our one-to-one initiative 
for the school district.  Students have been assigned an IPad and are able to use it in all 
of their classes.  It has been encouraging to see the ways that teachers and students are 
able to use their devices and how they enhance their educational experiences.  Students 
have utilized the IPAD’s in the following ways: 
 

• Enrichment activities (IXL, News ELA, KHAN Academy) 
• Slide shows 
• Interactive lessons (Videos) 
• Google Docs 
• Typing skills 
• Annotating on PDF files 
• Utilizing google forms for assessments 
• Research 

 

 
Thoughts from students on using IPAD’s: 
 
“I like the IPads because it’s incredibly easier to do homework, look something up, and 
complete work that you would normally do on a computer or ask your teacher about, but 
instead you use your IPad! Another thing that is very handy is that you can have your 
own source of technology to help you, whether it’s how to spell a word, look up a 
definition, or how to do this or that, etc. Overall, I really love having the IPads because 
they are a lot of help and easy to use when completing my work.”   
Ainsley 
 
“I like the IPads because they make class so much easier. 
Teachers are able to give us suggestions, write comments, and 
grade papers quicker. Also, when you type assignments, you don’t 
have to worry about having impeccable handwriting. Some 
teachers give us the choice to type or write our notes. It makes 
notetaking faster for both the teachers and the class. The biggest 
reason I enjoy IPads is because they are portable. They are easy 
to carry and easy to pick up and put away. The IPad carts are 
either located in or near your homeroom/first hour.”  
Billie 

   Shepherd Middle School 
    Gary R. Windy, Principal    Kara K. Rutherford,  Assistant Principal 
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Ottawa Elementary is proud to offer students at Central Intermediate School and Shepherd 
Middle School a variety of extra curricular activities. Participation in these activities offers a 
great experience for our students. 
  
In the fall, our baseball, softball, and soccer teams all had winning seasons.  Payton Bruck, 
7th grade member of the Golf Team, qualified for State. At her sectional qualifier, Payton 
shot a 124, which placed her at 23rd place overall. At State, Payton shot a 131. We are 
extremely proud of Payton and her accomplishment. Shepherd’s volunteer golf coaches are 
Mark Cooper and Dan Duggan. 
  
The 5th and 6th grade girls’ basketball teams were coached by Larry Ummel and Nicole 
Reel. The girls had a great season and grew as players as the season progressed. 
  
The 7th grade girls’ basketball team had an amazing season finishing 26-1. The girls won 
the Starved Rock Conference Tournament against Peru and went on to win their Regional 
Championship game against Channahon with a score of 27-23. The team then played for 
the Sectional Championship against Lockport Oak Prairie. Unfortunately, the girls lost the 
game by a score of 38-30. The team set a school record for number of wins in a season. 
We are very proud of the entire team and their exceptional effort. The 7th grade team is 
coached by Michayla Fassino. 
  
The 8th grade girls’ basketball team and Coach Shymanski finished the season with a 
record of 20-5. The 8th grade team also won the Starved Rock Conference Tournament by 
defeating Bureau Valley, who is new to our conference this season. 
  
The boys’ team’s seasons are well underway. At all levels, the boys are experiencing 
success. As we look to the winter, the 7th and 8th grade teams will be competing in the 
Starved Rock Conference Tournament and Regional Tournaments. 
  
Wrestling recently started their season and the volleyball and Scholastic Bowl teams will be 
beginning their seasons after winter break.  

 
 
 

     Athletics  
     Carrie L. Price, Athletic Director 
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The OES special education department would like to thank everyone for helping us to 
create collaborative and individualized educational plans for our exceptional students.  
Through our strong partnership, we are off to another very successful school year.   

 
Speech and Language Services 

If your child is about to begin receiving speech-language services, keep this in mind: 
 
1. Speech or language impairment is the second most common disability category for 
which children 6-21 are served under IDEA. 
2. Speech and language services cover a wide range of issues, including difficulty 
speaking, listening, reading, social communication, stuttering, cognitive communication 
and voice. 
3. Parents must consent to their child being evaluated for speech and language services 
and can inititate this process by asking a school official (teacher, principal, etc.) for an 
evaluation. 
4. SLPs conduct evaluations in a child’s native language.  If the primarily language is not 
English, the evaluation is sometimes conducted through the use of an interpreter. 
5. Speech IEP goals should be highly specific (ex: “understanding and using longer 
sentences”) and are designed to be met within one year. 
6. Families will receive a progress report at the same time that report cards are issued.  
Along with the three trimester progress report updates, information is also provided at 
the yearly annual review IEP meeting.  
7. Schools must keep keep all students with disabilities, including those eligible under 
speech and language impairment, with their peers as much as possible. 
 
 
Getting Enough Sleep 

Getting enough sleep (10-13 hours a night) will help your child grow, stay healthy, and 
do well in school.  #1 – Stick to a bedtime routine (ex: bath, brush teeth, listen to a 
store).  Repeating that routine each night helps a child recognize that it’s time for sleep.  
#2 – Watching TV or playing video games close to bedtime can get kids wound up and 
keep them from sleeping.  Electronics should be turned off one hour before bedtime.    
#3 – Encourage the rest of the family to read or do other quiet activities after a child’s 
bedtime.  It’s easier for a child to go to bed, and stay in bed, if they don’t feel like they 
are missing out on fun! 
 
 
Ottawa Elementary has a five-day per week preschool program with morning or 
afternoon sessions. For parents that are interested in the preschool program, a simple 
play-based screening at Lincoln School can be scheduled through Jenny at the Main 
Office (815-313- 3926).  The program is free and provides gross/motor outdoor time, 
whole group/small group instruction, and over an hour of free choice play.  The program 
provides a snack and busing is provided to and from the child’s home, child-care setting, 
or other preschool program.  Call now to schedule your screening! 

 

  

 

Special Services 
Dr. Jeremy J. Lambe, Director of Special Services 
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Tips for Managing Mental Health During the Busy Holiday Season.  
 

For a lot of families the holiday season is one that they look forward to all 
year long. However, the shiny lights, winter snow, and busy holiday 
schedules can leave many people feeling overwhelmed and in the blue. 
Therefore it is not only important to cross loved ones off of your holiday 
shopping lists this season, but it is also critical to take the time to tend to 
one’s own mental health. Many seasonal factors, such as drops in 
temperature, lack of sunlight, changes in diet, and not being with a loved 
one during the holidays can lead to uncomfortable feelings of the “holiday blues.”  

            
Some signs that you may be experiencing the “holiday blues” (Greenstein, 2015) 
 
-Fatigue.  -Loneliness     -Tension      -A sense of loss      -Frustration  
 
It is crucial to note that the “holiday blues” are different from clinically diagnosed anxiety or depression because it 
is only temporary during the holiday season (Greenstein, 2015). However, it is still important to take the time to 
acknowledge these strong feelings and to address them as needed. Some tips to help aide in or try to avoid the 
“holiday blues” are to: get enough sleep, try to stick to your normal routine, set a budget for the holiday season, try 
to make time for exercise, set reasonable expectations, and find time for relaxation (Greenstein, 2015).  
 
Tips from the National Alliance on Mental Health: 
 
-Try your best to stick with a routine: During the holidays it can be overwhelming to try to attend all of the 
holiday concerts, parties, and family get-togethers. We may often find ourselves giving up our free time and time 
for self care so we can attend events. To keep up with the holiday season and all the “to-do’s” our down-time or 
therapy sessions may be tempting to cancel. The holidays can be stressful, and may bring up difficult emotions. 
The National Alliance of Mental Health (2017) recommends to make time for therapy sessions and crucial relaxing 
time, to help better manage our emotional state.  
-Consider engaging in mindfulness activities: Mindfulness activities encourage people to be aware of their 
feelings /thoughts and helps them take the time to acknowledge and accept these feelings that they are 
experiencing. Some activities that would be easy to do on the go are: taking deep breaths, engaging in body 
scans, driving in silence for a couple minutes (allowing oneself to sit with thoughts in one’s mind) and mindfully 
eating (instead of “scarfing down” food, take the time to appreciate the nutrients and allow oneself to really taste 
the different flavors). There are also many free apps that provide and promote mindful exercises. 
-Don’t rely on unhealthy substances to try to get you through the season: The National Alliance of Mental 
Health (2017) stated that there is a 20% overlap in people with anxiety or mood disorders and substance use 
disorders. Therefore, instead of coping with the holiday stressors with harmful substances, there are many other 
helpful coping strategies, such as mindfulness activities, that could be of great use.  
-Take some time to get out in nature and enjoy the sun: Seasonal depression is something that some are 
affected by, due to the change in scenery and weather patterns during the cold winter months. By exposing oneself 
to bright lights and getting outside when it is light out, numerous studies have shown an improvement in a person’s 
concentration, mental energy, and stress relief.  
-Set realistic expectations: Whether there is a certain expectation placed on a holiday event or feelings of defeat 
for not completing a New Year’s resolution, it is important to set goals that are realistic and are going to lead 
oneself to success. Many New Year’s resolutions are focused on weight loss and other transformative actions, 
thus, when December approaches and those goals are not met, it can lead to unpleasant feelings. It is therefore 
important that a person extends oneself grace and sets up a new goal that seems to be more manageable. 
(O’Day, 2017) 
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School Social Worker  
 Sarah Schilling, MSW & Mallory Misener, Social Work Intern 

 
 
 

 



            
 
 
 
 
Dear Ottawa Elementary School Families,  
  

It’s hard to believe 2020 is only a few weeks away! For those of you new 
to our district, 2019-2020 marks the fifth year of our Strategic Plan. In 2014, a 
group of stakeholders met to discuss the goals and needs of our district. This 
comprehensive plan consists of six pillars; Student Achievement, District 
Finance, Personnel/Staff, Facilities, Community Engagement/Relations, and 
Technology. As the Director of Curriculum and Assessment, I would like to take 
this opportunity to highlight a few of the student achievement initiatives for the 
2019-2020 school year. 
  

Students at Jefferson, Lincoln, and McKinley Elementary Schools continue 
to build upon Daily 5 and CAFE. Students experience guided reading, Daily 5 
and CAFÉ during their language arts rotation.  Students are entering their second 
year of Lucy Calkins Units of Study program. We are extremely pleased with the 
progress students have made. It is exciting to watch our young authors produce 
multiple pieces of writing throughout the year. 

  
Central students began Lucy Calkins Units of Study program in 

September. Students write daily during their language arts block and are 
exposed to multiple mentor texts as well as a variety of genres. We are excited to 
watch Central students grow as writers! 

  
Shepherd students continue their work in the Lucy Calkins Units of Study 

program. Shepherd implemented this initiative in 2015 and has incorporated 
writing throughout all subject areas. In addition to writing, departments have set 
subject-specific goals which are being implemented throughout the school year. 

  
We are extremely pleased with the growth students have made and look 

forward to sharing their progress with you. If you have any questions please feel 
free to contact me at the district office.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Christine Bucciarelli 
Director of Curriculum and Assessment 
 
 

   Curriculum & Assessment 
    Christine M. Bucciarelli, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
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The Edgar J. Bundy Memorial School, located between 
Central and Shepherd Schools, is an authentic one-
room schoolhouse that has been completely restored 
to look as it would have in the 1880’s. Acquired by 
OES in 1991 and opened to students and staff in 1994, 
The Little Red Schoolhouse just completed the 25th 

year of use in Ottawa. 

A 25th Year Open House Birthday Celebration was held on Sunday, September 
29, 2019. Dr. Ron Marino, who was superintendent when the schoolhouse was 
acquired, was one of the guest speakers at the ceremony and shared stories. 
Student Ambassadors were on hand to lead the Pledge of Allegiance and guide 
guests in the schoolhouse. Visitors autographed an antique quilt that will be on 
display in the schoolhouse. They also had the chance to look at photos and 
examples of schoolwork through the years. Textbooks and other books from as 
far back as the 1890’s were also on display. 

3rd and 4th grade classes visited the schoolhouse in the fall. They participated in 
authentic math lessons such as “Buzz” and “Hull Gull” and enjoyed competing in 
spelling bees. 

2nd and 3rd graders celebrated “An Old-Fashioned Christmas” by creating 
snowflake and tree ornaments while learning how Christmas was celebrated in 
the schoolhouse in 1885. They also donated over 300 books and 100 hats and 
gloves for the Ottawa PADS Shelter. 

We look forward to the spring when Kindergarten, First, Second, Fifth, And Sixth 
grade classes will fill the schoolhouse with laughter and lessons! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

   Edgar J. Bundy Memorial School 
    Karen Roth, Facilitator 
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Before I joined the Ottawa Elementary School Board in 2015, I don’t think I 
really knew all of the things Board members do. I mean, I knew there were Board 
meetings, and I assumed Board members attended those meetings and voted on 
various measures that came before them, but that was about it. Having been on 
the Board for several years now, of course, I have learned that Board service 
involves much more than simply attending a meeting every month. Maybe most 
of you already know that, but for those who don’t, I thought I would share some 
insight into a few of the other things the Board does. 
 
 The week before a Board meeting, members receive a “Board packet” 
containing information on all of the subjects that will come before the Board at 
the upcoming meeting. These vary from financial records to facilities reports to 
current enrollment numbers and more. If you’ve attended a meeting, you’ve likely 
seen the Board vote on any number of matters. By reviewing the materials in 
advance, Board members are able to come prepared for those votes and, when 
necessary, to discuss and ask questions. 
 
 Many Board members also attend concerts and programs put on by the 
various school groups. And, in December, Board members have the opportunity 
to visit some of the schools and have lunch with the Students of Character 
chosen that month. Personally, this is one of my favorite roles as a Board 
member because it gives us the opportunity to be in the building, interacting with 
students and staff, especially during those busy weeks leading up to the 
holidays. 
 
 And, Board members attend an annual conference, just before 
Thanksgiving, where we can participate in various sessions that provide 
information on topics ranging from school safety to new legislative initiatives to 
technological developments and everything in between. The conference also 
gives us an opportunity to interact with other Board members from around Illinois 
and to learn from them. I always come back full of ideas, as well as a bit of 
renewed energy for my role as a Board member. 
 
 The most important thing Board members do, though, is to serve our 
fellow community members and the students of OES. For that responsibility, I am 
grateful. Thank you for the opportunity and best wishes for a happy and healthy 
2020. 
 
 

 
Board of Education 
Kerry Bryson, Brenden Donahue, Mark Fisher, Mary Ganiere, Ron Henson, 
Maribeth Manigold, Stephen Omolecki 
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